
AGO NATIONAL COUNCIL OPEN FORUM 
AGO National Council – Open Forum  
Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenters:  Members of the National Council 

This Open Forum is your opportunity to meet with members of the National Council to discuss topics of 
interest to you.  The agenda is wide open.  The setting is informal.  Guild members and guests are 
invited to ask questions, state their concerns, suggest new programs, and speak freely about whatever is 
on their minds. 

ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
Association Management System 
Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenters: AGO Staff Members 

AGO staff will guide you through the important functionalities of IMPEXIUM, the AGO’s new Association 
Management System.  This fast-paced session will demonstrate the capabilities of the system so that 
Chapter leaders can have a comprehensive introduction to all that it has to offer. 

COMPOSER PANEL 
Composers’ Panel Discussion  
Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenters: Rachel Laurin, June Nixon, Barbara Portman 

Three well-known and highly respected composers share insights into their compositional processes, 
inspiration for their works, and thoughts about writing for the organ. 

HOSTING A REGIONAL CONVENTION 
The Art and Joy of Hosting a Regional Convention 
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenter: Michael Velting, DMA, Councillor for Conventions, and the Committee for Conventions 

Has your chapter been hesitant to apply to host a regional convention because it seems too daunting or 
because of a perception that it is too small?  Come to this interactive workshop, offered to allay these 
and other worries.  You’ll learn from and be able to ask questions of two members of the AGO’s 
Committee for Conventions, both of whom have coordinated successful regional conventions within the 
past five years.  In this brainstorming “boot camp”, we will discuss how to create a compelling program, 



build a convention team, and enter into an agreement with a hotel, along with ideas for fundraising and 
marketing.  Your chapter CAN do it and can reap tremendous rewards! 

ADLER 
Financial Planning for the Under 30 Crowd 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Barbara Adler, DMA, Councillor for Finance and Development 

Description: 
In this workshop, you will learn how to create wealth for yourself - if you start at a young age.  In 
addition to learning about stocks, bonds, and mutual funds, you will discover how time is on your side 
when it comes to investing.  Other topics included are whether or not to hire a financial advisor, how 
often to review accounts, how to protect your investments, why banks may not be the best place for 
your money, how taxes affect your investments, retirement plan options, and important information 
about registering accounts. 

BOWER 
Planning AGO Chapter Workshops for Pianists 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: David Bower, PhD and Panel from Committee on the New Organist 

This informative presentation will focus on resources offered by the AGO Committee on the New 
Organist as local chapters reach out to pianists, inviting them to take part in chapter workshops.  A panel 
of Committee on the New Organist leaders will lead a discussion on how the AGO can attract, motivate, 
and inspire new organists of all ages. 

BROCK 
Chorale Preludes 101:  Exploring a New Pedagogical Collection 
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: John Brock, MM 

This workshop introduces 101 Chorale Preludes: German Organ Works of the 17th and 18th Centuries, a 
new publication by Wayne Leupold Editions, edited by John Brock and Quentin Faulkner.  This volume 
contains a significant body of chorale-based works by North, Central, and South German composers 
appropriate for study and for performance in recitals and worship services.  The collection is both a 
practical and a pedagogical one, as it includes a lengthy preface discussing period-appropriate 
performance practices.  With this material and the use of the pieces in a graded order of difficulty, it can 
be used as a progressive introduction to the performance of 17th- and 18th-century German organ 
music, in effect a quasi-method for German Baroque technique and style. The workshop will include 
examples from the collection’s various genres of chorale preludes and an overview of information 
included in the preface.  



BUFFINGTON 
Escaping the Written Page: Techniques for Beginning Improvisation 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Herb Buffington, MM 

This workshop is open to organists who seek tools to develop greater creativity and confidence in 
improvisation.  Attendees will be encouraged to explore a number of logics (ideas) at the keyboard as 
they learn techniques to improvise hymn introductions, preludes, postludes, and interludes in various 
styles and forms. 

CAPOZZOLI (Scholarly Paper) 
Messiaen’s Forgotten “Mi” - Rediscovering the Organ Music of Claire Delbos 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30-11:55am 
Presenter: Nicholas Capozzoli, MM 

Olivier Messiaen’s music has been extensively discussed by scholars and performed by organists; 
however, works of his first wife, Claire Delbos, are still shrouded in obscurity. Biographers have 
highlighted Delbos’s tragic deterioration and premature death, which although critical to uncovering 
Messiaen’s personal life, neglects the full scope of her own career. This paper introduces her extant 
music, written for and premiered by Messiaen at La Trinité. I will speculate on Delbos’s use of the 
instrument, the role that her husband may have played in its conception, and her unique style stemming 
from thematic borrowing, rhythm, and registration. As a result of archival research, I will also share new 
insights into her unpublished music as well as forgotten aspects of her relationship with Messiaen. 
Through a combination of biographical details and musical analysis, this paper will shed light on a female 
personality deserving more attention from scholars, organists, and audiences. 

COOK 
I Have a Degree: What Can the AGO Do for Me? 
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Don Cook, DMA, AAGO, Councillor for Education 

While the AGO devotes much attention to the new organist, great effort is also made to assist advanced 
organists and teachers in their work and goals. This presentation will explore the many AGO resources, 
programs, and opportunities for organists who are well beyond the basics. 

FLOYD (2) 
The Four Pillars of Youth Choirs      
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenter: Emily Floyd, BM 

How can we “reach” teenagers so that they join and stay in youth choir?   The church offers a safe 
environment for our youth to spread their wings and try leading in worship, singing solos, leading a 
sectional, and experiencing new kinds of music.  They relish the opportunity to grow and thrive 



individually and as a group.  We’ll talk about the four pillars of a successful youth choir program and 
how to dive deep with our students, including specific examples and creative ideas to encourage 
musicianship, maturity, faith, and relationships. 

Repertoire Matters for Youth Choir 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm 
Presenter: Emily Floyd, BM 

What are the tried and true anthems that work for youth choirs?  We will explore some of these 
anthems and examine why they have stood the test of time. Worried that they won’t work for your 
choir? We will talk about ways to modify anthems to suit your needs.  Which newly composed anthems 
meet the criteria to be considered a “youth choir gem?” We will sing together and receive a packet of 
music to take home. Join us as we experience anthems that are meaningful to both the teenagers who 
sing them and the adults who listen in worship.  These anthems will please congregations, satisfy our 
theological standards, and create beauty.  Repertoire matters. 

FREESE (2) 
Leo Sowerby, Parts I and II  
Wednesday, July 8, Part I 10:00-10:50am; Part II 11:00-11:50am 
Presenter: Faythe Freese, DM 

The year 2020 marks the quasquicentennial of Leo Sowerby, the American organist, composer, and 
church musician often referred to as the “Dean of American Church Music” in the early to mid-
20th Century.  These workshops will focus on the three compositional periods of organ plus and solo 
organ works of Dr. Sowerby.   Included in our study will be performance practice, the organs with which 
Dr. Leo was familiar, and sample recordings of his music. Part II is a continuation of Part I.  

GARDNER (3) 
What Is It Like to Be a Young Organist in Today’s Field? 
Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Jillian Gardner, MM, Convener of AGOYO 

Not all collegiate organ majors are solely destined to be strictly a church organist or concert organist, so 
how do you find your niche as our profession is changing? How do you establish yourself in a new 
community of professionals? We will also discuss some of the challenges faced by young organists, 
including being a new music staff person in a church with long-time choir members and working with 
folks mostly significantly older than ourselves. 

How to Prepare Yourself for the Move from School to Your First Church Job 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm 
Presenter: Jillian Gardner, MM, Convener of AGOYO 

Conservatory education depends on a student’s self-motivation to practice and achieve perfection. As a 
musician, this equates to long hours in the practice room alone, staring at a score. Success is measured 
by perfection and the ability to withstand and flourish in a self-disciplined environment. However, most 



organists continue on to work in a church in the realm of sacred music. While practicing, perfection, and 
self-discipline are still valued qualities in a Director or Associate Director of Music, people skills, email, 
budgets, spreadsheets, and meetings are far more common occurrences than the need to learn an 
entire Vierne Symphony. We will address how to prepare yourself for a job that requires a broad range 
of communication and management skills when training in an environment that rarely teaches or fosters 
these skills. 

Mental Wellness and Performance Anxiety 
Wednesday, July 8, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Jillian Gardner, MM, Convener of AGOYO 

Mental wellness is a state of well-being in which the individual realizes his or her own abilities, can cope 
with the normal stresses of life, can work productively and fruitfully, and can make a positive 
contribution to his or her community. Wellness also affects how we relate to others and our ability to 
deliberate choices. Performance anxiety can come in all forms, including performing concerts, dealing 
with tough work situations, or public speaking. This seminar will discuss the symptoms, causes, 
treatments, and “tricks of the trade” to overcoming performance anxiety while also covering other 
physical health options that benefit us mentally: yoga, meditation, breathing practice, and self -care. I 
hope to educate and inspire fellow organists to create a healthier overall being mentally and physically 
so that they may lead happy and healthy lives while also realizing their fullest potential as individuals 
and musicians. 

GOLDEN 
NOT LIKE HYMNS, LIKE MUSIC! 
Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenter: Joseph Golden, MM 

A workshop/demonstration that will focus on lifting hymn playing to the highest standards expected of 
all keyboard playing in the popular realm of Collaborative Arts, presented by a member of the AGO and 
the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS). 

Emphasis will be on applying a truly collaborative understanding of what all keyboard players can do to 
assist improved singing. Specific focus will be on the crucial relationship between catch breaths and full 
breaths and their impact on tempo, phrasing in a vocal rather than instrumental manner, sensitivity to 
the highest and lowest pitches in melodic lines, and organ registrations that are supportive of good, 
healthy vocalism for amateur and professional singers.  

HALL  
Building Organists through the AGO Achievement Awards 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm 
Presenter: Jonathan B. Hall, FAGO, ChM, Committee on Professional Certification 



This workshop will explain the new Achievement Awards and trace the path of a new organist on his or 
her journey through this program. 

HARR 
The Relevance and Rewards of AGO Certification 
Wednesday, July 8, 10:00-10:50am 
Sarah C. Harr, DMA, FAGO 

Join us as we discuss the step-by-step process and multiple benefits of pursuing AGO certification at any 
age or skill/education level. We will outline the prerequisites and common procedures for all levels of 
AGO certification, discuss effective preparation techniques for both the prepared and surprise elements 
of the exam, and explore questions about certification procedures. Dr. Harr will share her own five-year 
certification journey, including mistakes made and preparation and performance tips, as well as her 
experience coaching others through the certification process. You will learn how to make the best use of 
your preparation time with a teacher, certification coach, or exam study group and be inspired by specific 
examples of Dr. Harr’s students’ successes as a result of pursuing AGO certification. All certification 
materials will be provided for perusal, along with a bibliography of pertinent sources for further study and 
several years of past exams. 

HESS 
Organ First!  Successfully Teaching the Organ as a First Instrument to Young Children 
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenter: Nora Hess, MM, CAGO 

Organ First! is a program pioneered at Brigham Young University to teach youngsters ages 7-12 how to 
play the organ as a first instrument, including full use of the pedals. Together with Wayne Leupold 
Editions, Nora Hess and Don Cook have had great success in teaching students who could not initially 
read music at all to the point where they could read and play simplified hymns within only a few 
months. We would love to share our ideas and resources with you in the hopes that the next time a 
youngster points to the organ and asks you, “Can I learn to play that?” your answer will be, “Yes!”  



HEYWOOD 
Transcribing Beethoven’s Symphonies Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenter: Thomas Heywood 

As the world celebrates Beethoven 2020, join Thomas Heywood, the first and only musician to have 
transcribed Beethoven’s complete Nine Symphonies for Concert Organ Solo, as he shares key points in 
the process of transcribing and performing the Nine. Thomas will introduce not only the art of 
transcribing but also the actual “what” and “how” of performing a Beethoven symphony on the organ. 
How does the musician go through and truly treat the organ as an orchestra through the medium of 
arguably the most well-known orchestral literature of all time?  

Performing Beethoven Symphonies on the organ not only introduces a broader public to the organ 
through music so widely known, but also introduces organists and organ music connoisseurs to 
exceedingly broad artistic possibilities. This is a once-in-a-lifetime chance to learn more about 
Beethoven at the 2020 Convention during Beethoven’s massive 2020 Anniversary year.  

HUNT (3) 
Women's Issues Panel Discussion  
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenters:  Eileen Hunt, DMA, AAGO, Vice President & Councillor for Competitions and New Music, and 
Vicki Schaeffer, DMus, Chair of the Board of Regional Councillors, and panel. 

We will moderate an intergenerational panel of female AGO members who will engage attendees in a 
lively discussion of issues which touch all of us in our professional lives. 

Sexual Harassment: AGO's Zero Tolerance Policy and Disciplinary Procedures   
Thursday, July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm 
Presenters: Eileen Hunt, DMA, AAGO, Vice President & Councillor for Competitions and New Music, 
James Thomashower, Executive Director, and the Sexual Harassment Review Board. 

In 2018 National Council approved a zero tolerance policy with regard to sexual harassment and 
subsequently approved a Discipline Procedure for cases regarding sexual harassment. This workshop will 
present these two documents and provide an opportunity for attendees to discuss and ask questions on 
this topic which is important for all of our members to understand. 

AGO Strategic Planning   
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenters: Eileen Hunt, DMA, AAGO, Vice President & Councillor for Competitions and New Music, 
James Thomashower, BA, AGO Executive Director, and the Strategic Planning Task Force 

This workshop will present an update on year two of our Strategic Planning Initiative and the exciting 
progress on meeting our Goals and Objectives as defined by National Council in 2018. 



JENSEN 
Musical Freedom in Various Periods of History 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Wilma Jensen, MM, DMus (Hon.) 

The ability to perform music of different historical periods with "verve, passion, and authority," as 
George Houle said, requires an understanding of musical techniques and styles across different musical 
periods.  Key components for each period from Medieval/Renaissance chants through Baroque, Classical 
and Romantic music will be presented with short organ demonstrations and quotations from 
musicologists such as Jon Laukvik, George Houle, Richard Hudson, and Hugo Riemann, while exploring 
the impact of influential composers including Couperin, Rameau, Bach, Franck, Widor, Vierne, Chopin, 
Liszt, and Messiaen on musical freedom for today's organists.  

Physical gestures and touches critical to the development of a controlled natural keyboard technique 
and their roles in authentic musical freedom will be reviewed.  For example, changing styles from 
Baroque articulation, transitioning to the Romantic legato touch, and additional freedom and accent will 
all be covered.   

KOLODZIEJ 
Be Still My Soul: Pastoral and Practical Musical Resources for Weddings and Funerals 
Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Benjamin Kolodziej 

Providing music for weddings and funerals can pose a challenge for musicians, who often find 
themselves caught between elevated emotions and abounding sentimentality. How do we maintain our 
composure and balance in these trying circumstances, realizing that the situation strains our ability to 
communicate and advise regarding liturgical and musical matters? What are some practical resources 
we can employ to expand our repertoire for weddings and funerals? Presupposing that confident 
musicians, well-equipped with repertoire suggestions, are better suited to maneuver the emotional 
maelstrom in which they often find themselves, this session will explore free, online, copyright-free 
music which is instantly available, dedicated solely to weddings and funerals, including specific musical 
resources that can easily be overlooked in the usual online music platforms. The session will offer 
alternatives to the overused, trite, and sentimental music so often requested, and will offer suggestions 
about how best to communicate with those in need. 

KNUPP 
Lessons from Leipzig  
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Robert Knupp, DMA 



When one embarks on a journey, there are things that one expects to learn and things one learns that 
one does not expect. Some aspects of a journey go well beyond expectations, and sometimes one must 
adapt and just journey on.  “Lessons from Leipzig” is a presentation that will challenge musical 
expectations and ideas and present aspects of a musical journey that cannot be separated from East 
German culture while providing moments of humorous humanity along the way.  On the surface, the 
organs themselves provide insight as to registration and playing style, while the musicians who play 
these instruments on a weekly basis provide cultural and musical contexts for each situation.  And, yes, 
it is possible to get a speeding ticket on the Autobahn!  

KUPERUS 
Leading Ladies....Lasting Legacies: Emma Lou Diemer, Marilyn Mason, and Alice Parker 
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenter:  Dr. Darlene Kuperus 

Three American women born right before the Depression.  Three women with distinguished and highly 
successful careers as musicians.  Three women who began their musical journeys during the post-WWII 
era, a time when women's career goals were often pushed aside so that men could find jobs after 
returning from the war.  Yet none of these women let that stop them from pursuing their talents and 
dreams. 

They are musical legends (composers, conductors, teachers, professors, and performers) whose work 
made a profound and lasting impact on choral, organ, carillon, and sacred music.  What qualities do they 
have in common and what can be learned from their immense collective success?   As we examine their 
unparalleled passion, energy, and single-minded devotion to their art, we will hear examples of their 
compositions or works that they commissioned and reflect on how these trailblazers can inform our own 
careers and performances. 

LAMB (3) 
Building on Your Chapter's Best Practices as You Seek, Encourage, and Respect - One Person at a Time! 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenters: David Lamb, DMus, CAGO, Councillor for Membership, Wayne Peterson, FAGO, ChM, Chair 
of Committee on Membership Development and Chapter Support, Elizabeth George, CMM, Director of 
Member Engagement and Chapter Development 

This presentation will focus on ideas and suggestions for building chapter membership by expanding the 
current chapter programming ideas. 



Your Chapter Can Create a Mentoring Program for Emerging Music Leaders 
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Moderators:  David Lamb, DMus, CAGO, Councillor for Membership and Vince Carr, MM, ChM, AAGO, 
Director of Committee on Career Development & Support 

A panel of AGOYO leaders will discuss the elements that are needed, useful, and relevant in a mentoring 
program for emerging music leaders in 2020. 

Sharing Your Chapter Throughout Your Community 
Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenters: Peter Bates, MM, Committee on Sharing Skills and Resources, and David Lamb, DMus, 
CAGO, Councillor for Membership 

A discussion of ideas to help bring your AGO chapter offerings to the forefront of your community arts 
events calendar. 

MACKENZIE 
ROBERT SHAW: PROBING THE MIND OF A MASTER 
Wednesday, July 8, 11:00am-12:15pm 
Presenter: Norman Mackenzie, Director of Choruses, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 

There was only one Robert Shaw. His supreme intellect, his force of personality, his musicianship, his 
standards for study and performance, and his dynamic vision for the place of the arts in modern society 
literally transformed the lives of all who worked with him. A giant of the 20th century musical scene, 
Shaw almost single-handedly created a distinctly American choral style.    

Shaw was a master teacher who could perform extraordinary musical feats with any chorus, large or 
small, in just a few concentrated hours of rehearsal. Using workshop participants as well as members of 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Choruses as a laboratory choir, this session will focus on the 
revolutionary and amazingly effective training methods of this choral legend and applying these 
disciplines to standard repertoire for your own choir.  

MAXWELL 
The Triple Threat Organist: Playing, Conducting, and Leading from the Console 
Wednesday, July 8, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Clair Maxwell, MM, AAGO 

Today’s parish church musician is expected to do it all. The staff music professional must be able to 
conduct the various ensembles in the church, play the accompaniments, and make it all work together 
successfully in the context of the worship service. In addition to supporting the choirs, the director must 
also lead the congregation in enthusiastic hymn singing and prepare and play inspiring, excellent service 



music at the keyboard. In this workshop, you will discover tips and best practices for doing all this 
successfully on a weekly basis while maintaining your sanity and (hopefully) allowing for some musical 
inspiration! Topics to be discussed include hymn playing, music selection, logistics, choir training, and 
console conducting techniques. 

MESZLER (Scholarly Paper) 
Secularism and The Organ: An Obstacle or Opportunity? 
Wednesday, July 8, 11:00-11:25am 
Presenter: Alexander Meszler, MM 

Secularity in the United States is on the rise. Though the organ faces many obstacles in the twenty-first 
century—a shortage of organists, financial troubles, and declining interest in classical music, among 
others—no other issue is as all-encompassing and as serious as secularization. Moreover, no topic is as 
unaddressed. To unpack this multifaceted issue, I summarize current trends in research on nonreligion 
and secularization to help us understand their relationship to the organ. Secondly, I highlight under-
recognized secular uses for the organ throughout history. Finally, I share examples of successful and 
unsuccessful uses of the organ in formerly Christian spaces today. Despite secularization, religious 
institutions are and will remain an integral part of the organ’s identity; however, I argue that to sustain 
and grow the place of the organ today, we must also embrace its secular potential. 

MILLER 
Sabbath 
Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 

Presenter: The Rev. Barbara Day Miller, MDiv 

Those who lead worship on the Sabbath are often without a Sabbath rest themselves.  This workshop 
will provide resources and explore paths for claiming space and time for weekly and seasonal 
renewal, nourishing spiritual growth, and maintaining energy and passion for our musical vocation.   

MYERS 
Handbells: Back to the Basics 
Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 
Presenter: Alice Myers, BS 

Never laid hands on bells before?  Or maybe you were thrown into it and never really taught how?  
Maybe it’s just been a while and a good refresher course is what you need!  Attend this class to learn 
the basics (again) – brief history, handbell mechanics, ringing and damping technique, and score 
notations and what they mean.  This class will have hands-on learning opportunities for participants – 
gloves provided.  Be prepared for the bell ringing bug to bite you this summer! 



PATTERSON 
Flor Peeters: A Legacy of Value  
Wednesday, July 8, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Dr. Linda Patterson  

Flor Peeters was a distinguished composer, teacher, cathedral musician, concert organist, and 
musicologist whose students included Paul Manz, Kathleen Thomerson, and Charles 
Callahan.  Composer of the largest published collection of American organ chorales, Peeters’ works 
include Gregorian Chant accompaniment, a collection of early music of the Flemish masters, and Ars 
Organi, a comprehensive approach to organ study. Peeters traced his musical lineage to J.S. Bach, 
sharing Flemish heritage with Franck, and had a 63-year tenure as organist of St. Rombouts Cathedral, 
Mechelen, Belgium.  As professor at the Royal Flemish Conservatory and the Lemmens Institute in 
Belgium, Peeters risked his life to teach at the Tilburg Conservatory during the Nazi occupation. Peeters’ 
international Masterclasses provided study of Bach, Franck, and Peeters, while developing international 
friendships. His church, concert, ensemble, and symphonic compositions include an enormous variety of 
music, useable for every organist. 

PICKERING (Scholarly Paper) 
The Gleason-Crozier Legacy 
Wednesday, July 8, 11:00-11:25am 
Presenter: David Pickering, DMA 

Icons Harold Gleason and Catharine Crozier used their gifts as teachers, performers, and scholars to 
contribute significantly to raising the standard of organ performance and teaching in the United States.  
This paper will give brief biographical synopses, discuss the similarities and differences of both Gleason 
and Crozier’s pedagogical philosophies, and address the significance of Crozier’s extensive concertizing 
and recording on the organ profession. 

PRESCOTT 
Foresight is 20/20: Preparing for Graduate School Applications 
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Jordan Prescott, MM  

What is the difference between a personal statement, a statement of intent, and a cover letter? What 
should be in a curriculum vitae? How can I increase my chances for financial aid? Beyond preparation of 
audition repertoire, these questions—and many others—can be an extremely stressful and intimidating 
aspect of application for graduate study. This workshop will address these topics and provide attendees 
with practical advice from someone “fresh out of the trenches” of applications. It is never too soon, or 
too late, to begin compilation of a competitive portfolio.  



PRICE 
A Discussion for New Organ Teachers: Where to Start and How to Proceed? 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm 
Presenter: Stephen Price, MM 

This presentation serves to explore organ pedagogy with the intent of encouraging more organists to 
become teachers. Questions concerning lesson plans, choosing music, and accommodating the student’s 
needs are likely to arise in the minds of prospective teachers. The presentation will begin with how to 
establish a relationship and ways to maintain the student’s interests. Next, an exploration of the 
student’s abilities and forming short-term lesson goals will be discussed. The presentation will conclude 
with approaches to learning a new piece and practice methods. Published materials consisting of organ 
repertoire, hymn playing, and improvisation topics will be included as musical examples. Information in 
this workshop can be applied to teachers working with students of all ages and backgrounds. 

REINBURG 
Liturgical Potential in Selected Organ and Piano Works of Jehan Alain 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm 
Presenter: Peggy Kelley Reinburg, MM 

This workshop is intended to encourage the exploration and consideration of selected Alain organ 
compositions and to raise awareness of the potential impact of their inventive registrations and religious 
and philosophical undertones. The introduction of liturgically appropriate Alain piano literature to those 
in search of this genre opens the door to many possibilities for enlarging one’s service music 
repertoire. This program also touches on numerous compositions and their suitability for particular 
liturgical seasons and occasions. Five each of the examined organ and piano compositions will 
be included using organ recordings and piano performance respectively. 

REMES 
Realizing Figured Bass Chorales in J.S. Bach’s Circles Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenter: Derek Remes, MM, MA 

Recent archival discoveries have begun to alter long standing assumptions about the methods and 
materials of J. S. Bach’s pedagogy. It was not the ornate, four-part, vocal Choralgesänge that played the 
central role in Bach’s teaching, but rather simpler thoroughbass chorale harmonizations at the 
keyboard. This two-volume series makes these findings accessible to scholars, teachers, and students by 
providing translations and modern editions of relevant sources from Bach’s circle. 

Volume One provides a modern pedagogical editions of the thoroughbass chorales in C. P. E. Bach’s New 
Melodies (1787), the thoroughbass exercises from the anonymous “Precepts and Principles” (1738; 
attributed to Bach’s circle), the first English translation of David Kellner’s True Instruction in 
Thoroughbass (1732), J. S. Bach’s list of thoroughbass rules, and an original Thoroughbass Primer for 
Beginners. Volume Two is a modern edition of the “Sibley Chorale Book,” which is attributed to J. S. 
Bach’s circle. 



ROBB-KLOBNAK 
Introducing Pianists to the Organ 
Wednesday, July 8, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenters: Leslie Wolf Robb, CAGO and Dr. Zach Klobnak, members of the Committee on Pipe Organ 
Encounters 

This presentation will focus on teaching strategies for working with pianists transitioning to the organ, a 
brief introduction to the four types of POEs, reasons a chapter should consider hosting a POE, and how 
young people who get an AGO membership from POE can be integrated into AGO chapters. 

SCHAEFFER 
To Inspire and Be Inspired:  Mentoring the Next Generation of Organists  
Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenter: Vicki Schaeffer, DMus, Chair of the Board of Regional Councillors 

How did you get where you are? What skills do you think are crucial to our careers as organists and 
church musicians? Who were your mentors? What can we do to support and encourage those who are 
coming up through the ranks?  Vicki Schaeffer will explore all of these questions as we discuss the 
relationship between mentor and mentee.  By sharing stories and ideas, we will delve into the 
responsibility we have to encourage and support the next generations.  Whether you are a seasoned 
veteran or a rookie, this workshop will offer suggestions on how to, or not to, mentor.  Learn how to 
bring out the best in others while being the best you can be! 

SCHEESSELE 
“Orgelkids: How To Harness This Powerful Tool” 
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Dr. Erin Scheessele, Orgelkids USA 

Orgelkids is a powerful tool for engaging the public with the King of Instruments by building a working 
organ.  Your AGO chapter can bring Orgelkids to your community, explore how Orgelkids fits into AGO’s 
existing outreach curriculum, and examine how you can curate the Orgelkids kit as a regional resource 
for use well beyond typical AGO programming. Subsequently, you will be empowered to harness this 
innovative resource to capture the imagination of the next generation, as well as the public at large. 
Also, look for other opportunities during the convention for additional in-depth hands-on experience 
and training with the Orgelkids pipe organ kit.  

Orgelkids makes the King of Instruments accessible, and what is accessible is lovable. To ensure a vibrant 
future for the pipe organ, we must capture the interest of the next generation when they are young so 
that they will always have a place in their hearts for the organ.  



SHUGART 
Both Sides Now: The Musical and Pastoral Roles of Being a Church Musician 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: The Rev. Beth Brown Shugart, MM 

Serving as a church organist requires working with clergy and church members!  This session will address 
the challenges of doing so effectively, as well as the extra responsibilities that are a part of working in a 
church. 

STECH 
Discovering and Transcribing the Historic Organ Improvisations of Marcel Dupré 
Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenter: David A. Stech, PhD 

Dr. Stech will discuss his ongoing project to discover obscure and rare sound recordings of organ 
improvisations performed by renowned French organist Marcel Dupré (1886-1971). A brief discussion 
regarding the techniques used to transcribe and reconstruct music score engravings for publication will 
follow. 

Also to be discussed will be the task of securing contractual permission from descendants of the 
composer to publish these engravings.  The purpose of this project is to make these improvisations 
available to today’s organists so that the public can hear and more fully appreciate Dupré’s 
extraordinary improvisational gifts.   

If time permits, visual samples of his music score transcriptions will be presented along with a playback 
of Dupré’s original recorded performances. 

STEELE 
William Walker – Shaper of Southern Song 
Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Charles W. Steele, DMA 

An important facet of America’s musical heritage has been preserved in the shape note tunebooks of 
the nineteenth century. A significant compiler of shape note collections was William Walker (1809-1875) 
of Spartanburg, SC. His collection, Southern Harmony, was very popular in its day. Supposedly, over 
600,000 copies were sold. Walker’s significant contributions to hymnody include the pairing of the text 
of “Amazing Grace” with the tune NEW BRITAIN, as well as the first known publication of the tune 
WONDROUS LOVE. 

The session will present biographical information about Walker, the significance of his work, and its 
effect on hymnody today. The use in today’s hymnals of tunes from Walker’s collection will also be 
examined. The session will conclude with a brief consideration of organ literature based on shape note 
tunes found in Southern Harmony. A repertoire list of organ works based on Southern Harmony tunes 
will be available to participants. 



THOMAS & STOCKEN 
“Fearless and Fun: A New Approach to Teaching Keyboard Skills” 
Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenters: Anne Marsden Thomas and Dr. Frederick Stocken 

Most students concentrate on learning pieces, postponing the study of keyboard skills until full-time 
training, diplomas, or church requirements prompt an intensive catch-up course.  Instead of this fear-
inducing and confidence-sapping approach to learning keyboard skills, we discuss how students can 
have fun developing their abilities from the earliest stages of playing and then continue building fluency 
incrementally throughout their learning.    

We outline a practical approach accessible to all, integrating harmonization, improvisation, 
transposition, playing continuo, and score-reading into a systematic syllabus.  With effective resources, 
as little as ten minutes per lesson from the beginning of study allows powerful progress without 
overburdening the student. We also address how to give students a complete course in harmony 
through a drip-feed approach in a practical but thorough way.   

The aim is to guide the student through finely-graded levels from basic to advanced skills, preparing 
them for AGO diplomas and church playing.   

TIGHE (2) 
From the Beginning 
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Charles Tighe, MM 

How to utilize the Orff process in working with inexperienced musicians. Topics addressed include 
warm-ups; using rote to develop vocal technique, ear training, and interval recognition; incorporating 
movement into rehearsal; and how music games in rehearsal can help develop inner hearing, note 
recognition, intervals, and rhythmic  
patterns. 

Using Instruments Creatively in a Liturgical Setting 
Wednesday, July 8, 11:00-11:50am 
Presenter: Charles Tighe, MM 

Explore ways to use pitched and unpitched instruments to supplement choral instruction in a liturgical 
setting. Topics addressed: working with beat; rhythm, rhythmical stress, and meter; and teaching pitch 
and intervals using movement, body percussion, and pitched instruments. This program is particularly 
useful to directors who run summer camps and workshops. 



TOMPKINS 
The Organ Music of Carl Rütti 
Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
Charles Boyd Tompkins, DMA 

Carl Rütti (b. 1949) is one of the outstanding Swiss composers of our time. His extensive catalogue of 
compositions includes a number of striking and colorful works for solo organ. Rutti has also composed 
anthems and longer choral works with organ accompaniment, all of which deserve to be more widely 
known and performed here in the United States. This workshop will feature performances of several of 
Rütti’s solo organ compositions, including “Veni Creator Spiritus” and “Die Himmelsleiter.” It will also 
highlight movements and excerpts from Rütti’s choral works with organ accompaniment, as well as his 
dazzling and virtuosic Concerto No. 2 for organ, strings, and percussion. 

WEBB 
To the Max! The Excesses and Successes of ‘The Last Giant’  
Wednesday, July 8, 10:00-10:50am 
Presenter: Richard Webb, PhD 

Framed in the context of his era through anecdotes, reviews, quotations from his writings, rare 
photographs, excerpts from documentary films, and other archival material, this workshop offers unique 
perspectives on the life of Max Reger, the obsessive workaholic many considered the “second Bach of 
Leipzig,” and whom Paul Hindemith called “The Last Giant.”  Known today primarily as a composer for the 
organ, that is not quite the fame he sought. Among other fascinating stories, learn what his real ambitions 
were and how Karl Straube’s championing of his organ music not only brought Reger to the forefront as 
a composer, but also saved his languishing career in other areas. Reger took things in both his life and 
career “to the Max.” Never quite being satisfied that he actually had attained the aspirations of his artistic 
vision, he literally, tragically, “maxed” himself out.   

WEGELE 
An Introduction of the Organ School “With Hands and Feet”    
Wednesday, July 8, 9:00-9:50am 
Presenter: Ulrike Theresia Wegele 

This trilingual organ method (English, German, French) is for beginners age 8+ and for autodidacts. It 
comes in three volumes and proves that one can learn the organ right from the beginning without 
knowing notes or having played a keyboard instrument. This totally new approach enables young and 
older students to play little pieces while they learn the basics. More than that, they are encouraged to 
use their own creativity, compose their own music, and improvise. Because the book also provides space 
for comments, no further teaching material is necessary. The school uses organ studies and concert 
pieces from eight centuries, as well as contemporary music. Free tutorial videos will be available on 
YouTube.  



WEISMANN (Scholarly Paper) 
The German Invasion: Pedals, Pipes, and Politics 
Thursday, July 9, 11:30-11:55am 
Presenter: Russell Weismann, DMA 

North American organ culture represents a kaleidoscopic existence of borrowed European traits with 
dependence on German organ building, heretofore holding the longest tenure in the identity of the 
American pipe organ.   

German influence in North American organ building began with the eighteenth-century instruments of 
David Tannenberg and have most recently concluded with the twentieth-century instruments of Rudolf 
von Beckerath. Between celebrated Tannenberg and Beckerath instruments are the unique installations 
of the 1862 Walcker organ in Boston’s Music Hall and the 1931 Steinmeyer organ in Altoona, 
Pennsylvania’s Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament.  

Through the work of these four organ builders, the path of North American organ building has 
repeatedly paralleled itself with the organ culture of Germany. Consequently, North America represents 
the richest collection of German-inspired instruments outside of the German borders.  

YOUNG (Scholarly Paper) 
The Organ Works of Aloys Claussmann Wednesday, July 8, 11:00-11:25am 
Presenter: Steven Young, DMA, AAGO 

The year 2020 will commemorate the 170th anniversary of the birth of Aloÿs Claussmann (1850- 1926). 
Claussmann, a student of Eugene Gigout, spent his career in a province outside of the mainstream 
musical life of Paris and devoted himself to performing and teaching the craft he so enjoyed. 
Claussmann spent his fifty-year career as organist of the Cathedral of Clermont-Ferrand, serving much 
of that time as director of the local music conservatory. Equally at home performing on the piano and 
the organ, Claussmann composed over 100 piano works and approximately 350 works for the organ, 
many of which were composed for use in the cathedral services and performed on the large three-
manual Merklin organ. This presentation will recount the life and works of Aloÿs Claussmann and 
discuss the organ music in the context of the great French tradition of which he was a part.  



Publisher READING SESSIONS 

CARUS VERLAG Friday, July 10, 11:00-11:50am 
DOBLINGER Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
ECS Wednesday, July 8, 11:00-11:50am 
HINSHAW Thursday, July 9, 10:30-11:20am 

WAYNE LEUPOLD EDITIONS, NEW ORGAN MUSIC READING SESSION Thursday July 9, 11:30am-12:20pm; 
Wayne Leupold, presenter, Dennis Janzer, organist 

MORNINGSTAR Friday, July 10, 10:00-10:50am 
OXFORD Friday, July 10, 9:00-9:50am 
SELAH  Wednesday, July 8, 10:00-10:50am 

Daily Yoga Classes, M-F 
7:00-7:45am   Class includes stretching, exercise, and meditation 
Taught by instructors from Westside Yoga 




